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Rhetorical style 
Want to make an impression on your audience? Try adding 
rhetorical impact with judicious use of elements of rhetorical style. 
Just note that you shouldn’t overuse any of these, and note, too, 
that you would not want to use many of these in the same 
presentation/speech – a little bit goes a long way. 

 
 

1. Metaphors be with you 
Find a metaphor or simile to express one of your main ideas.  
Example: 

“I assume unhesitatingly the leadership of this great army of 
our people dedicated to a disciplined attack upon our 
common problems.”  
– Franklin D. Roosevelt, First Inaugural Address 

 
 

2. Alliterate alluringly 
Try using alliteration, or several words in a row that all start with the 
same letter, to create a memorable phrase.  
Example: 

“Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous 
States have fallen or may fall into the grip of the Gestapo and 
all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or fail.”  
– Winston Churchill, Dunkirk speech 

 
 
3. Repeat, repeat, repeat (but not too much) 
Use a repeated phrase to emphasize an idea or call attention to a call 
to action.  
Example:  

“You may shoot me with your words,  
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You may cut me with your eyes,  
You may kill me with your hatefulness,  
But still, like air, I’ll rise.”  
– Maya Angelou, “Still I Rise” 
 
 

4. Keep it simple 
In order for these difference stylistic elements to make a strong 
impact, the bulk of your speech should be delivered in short, 
clear sentences, using the simplest vocabulary you can select. 
Shorter sentences and simple words are easier for an audience 
to listen to, so they should make up the biggest part of your 
speech. But selected rhetorical elements, like the ones listed 
above, can be memorable and impactful – as long as they are 
used judiciously and not overused. 
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